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Japanese Patent Publication No. 9-55825 

(54) [Title of the Invention] FACSIMILE APPARATUS 

(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] 

The present invention provides a facsimile apparatus that 
stores pre-modif ication and modified versions of management 
information for managing image data stored in image memory in 
the facsimile apparatus and thereby facilitates determination 
whether or not the management information has been modified and 
what modification has been made. 
[Solution] 

When management information concerning a function for 
adding recipients and transmission time of day is set and 
inputted (steps SI and S2) , the management information inputted 
is stored in a setting data storage area in a parameter memory 
and it is determined whether or not a modification should be 
made to a file (a modification to the management information) 
(step S3) . If a modification should be made, the management 
information before the modification is stored in a history data 
storage area of the parameter memory and then the inputted, 
management information is stored in the setting data storage 
area of the parameter memory (step S4), the management 
information before modification and the modified management 
information are read from the history data storage area and the 
setting data storage area of the parameter memory, respectively, 
displayed on the display of a operation/display module, and 
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outputted as a record on a file modification list on recording 
paper (step S5) . 
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[Claims] 
[Claim 1] 

A facsimile apparatus for storing image data in image 
storage means on a file-by-file basis, storing in management 
information storage means management information about each 
file of said image data stored in said image data storage means 
such as the recipient and transmission time of day of said image 
data, and managing the image data stored in said image storage 
means on the basis of said management information, said 
facsimile apparatus characterized in that: 

when said management information stored in said management 
information storage means is modified, at least the management 
information before modification and the modified management 
information are stored in said management information storage 
means and said management information before modification and 
the modified management information are outputted to 
predetermined output means. 
[Claim 2] 

A facsimile apparatus for storing image data in image 
storage means on a file-by-file basis, storing in management 
information storage means management information about each 
file of said image data stored in said image data storage means 
such as the recipient and transmission time of day of said image 
data, and managing the image data stored in said image storage 
means on the basis of said management information, said 
facsimile apparatus characterizing by comprising: 
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modification means for modifying said management 
information stored in said management information storage 
means; 

output means for outputting said management information 
stored in said management information storage means; and 

control means for, when said management information stored 
in said management information storage means is modified by said 
modification means, storing at least the management information 
before modification and the modified information into said 
management information storage means and causing said output 
means to output said management information before modification 
and the modified management information. 
[Claim 3] 

The facsimile apparatus according to claim 2, 
characterized in that said control means reads said management 
information before modification from said management 
information storage means and outputs it to said output means; 
and 

said modification means allows said management 
information to be modified on the basis of said management 
information before modification outputted to said output means . 
[Claim 4] 

The facsimile apparatus according to claim 2 or 3, 
comprising file list output means for outputting as a file list 
said management information stored in said management 
information storage means; said facsimile apparatus 
characterized in that said control means causes said file list 
output means to output as said file list said management 
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information before modification along with said modified 
management information for said file containing said management 
information modified by said modification means. 
[Claim 5] 

The facsimile apparatus according to claim 4, 
characterized in that said control means causes said file list 
output means to output only said management information in said 
file modified by said modification means. 
[Claim 6] 

The facsimile apparatus according to any of claims 2 to 
5, characterized in that said modification means includes a 
function for inputting updater information about the updater 
of said management information; and 

when said management information is modified by said 
modification means, said control means further stores said 
updater information inputted from said modification means into 
said management information storage means and causes said 
output means or said file list output means to output said 
updater information as well. 
[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Technical Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to a facsimile apparatus and 
in particular to a facsimile apparatus that manages image data 
stored in image storage means on the basis of management 
information . 
[0002] 
[Prior Art] 
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Recently, facsimile apparatuses have emerged that include 
an image memory for storing image data on a file basis and a 
management memory for storing management information 
concerning the image data files, such as the telephone numbers 
of the recipients of the image data and settings for sending 
the image data, for managing the image data stored in the image 
memory. 
[0003] 

Such a facsimile apparatus including image memory and 
management memory is capable of the so-called memory 
transmission in which the names and telephone numbers of 
recipients are associated with image data files stored in an 
image memory and stored as management information in a 
management memory so that the image data in an appropriate file 
in the image memory is sent at specified time of day. 
[0004] 

The management information in the management memory can 
be modified through a key operation from an operating module. 
When the management information in a prior-art facsimile 
apparatus is modified, the original management information is 
overwritten with the new management information and only the 
modified management information is stored in the management 
memory. 
[0005] 

Prior-art facsimile apparatuses have a file list output 
function for recording a transmission history including 
transmission dates and times and recipient names and an image 
data storage history that lists records of storage of image data 
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(storage dates and times and other information about the image 
data) in an image memory and outputting them as file lists 
through an output device such as a plotter. The prior-art 
facsimile apparatuses read management information in a 
management memory in conjunction with the image data storage 
history in the image memory and record and output it as part 
of the file lists. 

[0006] 

An example of such a prior-art facsimile apparatus 
including such memories is described in Japanese Patent 
Laid-Open No. 62-154842. 
[0007] 

The prior-art facsimile apparatus allows data to be 
exchanged between storage means provided in the apparatus and 
an external device so that the data can be changed or modified 
on the external device. 
[0008] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

However, such prior-art facsimile apparatuses have a 
drawback: a memory provided in the facsimile apparatuses, in 
particular a management memory for storing management 
information, stores only management information concerning the 
current settings and therefore when a modification is made to 
the management information, only the modified management 
information is stored. Accordingly, one cannot ascertain the 
original information, which is inconvenient for him or her to 
maintain the management information. 
[0009] 



- 7 - 



JPA9-55825 



The prior-art facsimile apparatus described in the 
Japanese Patent Laid-Open mentioned above allows data to be 
changed or modified on an external device. However, when the 
modified data is written in a storage device in the apparatus, 
the data before modification is overwritten with the new data 
or deleted. Consequently, one cannot ascertain the pre- 
modification data. 
[0010] 

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to provide 
a facsimile apparatus that stores management information before 
modification and modified management information in a 
management memory to facilitate maintenance of the management 
information . 
[0011] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

The object is achieved by a facsimile apparatus according 
to claim 1 that stores image data in image storage means on a 
file-by-file basis, stores in management information storage 
means management information about each file of said image data 
stored in said image data storage means such as the recipient 
and- transmission time of day of said image data, and manages 
the image data stored in said image storage means on the basis 
of said management information, wherein: when the management 
information stored in the management information storage means 
is modified, at least the management information before the 
modification and the modified management information are stored 
in the management information storage means and the management 
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information before modification and modified management 
information are outputted to predetermined output means. 
[0012] 

The image storage means is memory like one provided in 
ordinary facsimile apparatuses for storing image data. It 
stores the image data as files such as outgoing or incoming 
files . 
[0013] 

The management information is information required for 
managing image data to be transmitted or received image data 
stored in the image storage means, such as destination name, 
destination telephone numbers and transmission conditions. 
[0014] 

The management information storage means is 
readable/writable storage means such as a RAM, which is used 
for storing the management information. 
[0015] 

The output means is used for outputting management 
information in operator-readable form. It may be display means 

(for example a display) of an operation/display module, 
recording means such as a plotter for recording data on 
recording paper, or audio output means, for example. 

[0016] 

By this configuration, when a modification is made to 
management information, at least the management information 
before the modification and modified management information can 
be ascertained. Accordingly, one can know that the management 
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information has been modified and what modification has been 
made . 
[0017] 

Consequently, the appropriateness of the management 
information can easily be ensured and the image data can be 
maintained properly and easily. 
[0018] 

The object described above is achieved by a facsimile 
apparatus according to claim 2 that stores image data in image 
storage means on a file-by-file basis, stores in management 
information storage means management information about each 
file of said image data stored in said image data storage means 
such as the recipient and transmission time of day of said image 
data, and manages the image data stored in said image storage 
means on the basis of said management information, the facsimile 
apparatus comprising: modification means for modifying the 
management information stored in the management information 
storage means; output means for outputting the management 
information stored in the management information storage means; 
and control means for, when the management information stored 
in the management information storage means is modified by the 
modification means, storing at least the management information 
before modification and modified information into the 
management information storage means and causing the output 
means to output the management information before modification 
and the modified management information. 
[0019] 
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The modification means is used for making modifications 
to management information stored in the management information 
storage means. It may be keys on the operation/display module 
of the facsimile apparatus, for example. 
[0020] 

The image storage means, management information, 
management information storage means, and output means are the 
same as those in the facsimile apparatus according to claim 1. 
[0021] 

By this configuration, when a modification is made to 
management information, at least the management information 
before modification and the modified management information can 
be ascertained on output results from the output means. 
Accordingly, one can know that the management information has 
been modified and what modification has been made. 
[0022] 

Consequently, the appropriateness of the management 
information can easily be ensured and the image data can be 
maintained properly and easily. 
[0023] 

As set forth in claim 3, control means may read the 
management information before modification from the management 
information storage means and output it to the output means and 
changing means may allow the management information to be 
modified with reference to the management information before 
modification that is outputted to the output means. 
[0024] 
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Thus the management information can easily modified with 
reference to the management information before modification. 
Moreover, the modified management information can be restored 
to its previous state and therefore the management information 
can be maintained more conveniently. 
[0025] 

Furthermore, as set fourth in claim 4, the facsimile 
apparatus may include file list output means that outputs 
management information stored in the management information 
storage means as a file list and the control means may cause 
the file list output means to output the management information 
before modification as a record on the file list along with the 
modified management information for the file modified by the 
modification means. 
[0026] 

The file list output means is means like one provided in 
ordinary facsimile apparatuses for outputting file lists. It 
outputs states such as storage, transmission, and reception of 
image data as file lists and management information. 
[0027] 

The file list is a file list or other list like one outputted 
by ordinary facsimile apparatuses. The file list output means 
outputs management information and, if an item of management 
information has been modified, also outputs the management 
information before modification and the modified management 
information as the file list. 
[0028] 
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Thus the unmodified management information, whether 
modification is made, and the previous and modified management 
information can easily be ascertained and therefore the 
management information can be more conveniently maintained. 
[0029] 

Moreover, as set forth in claim 5, the control means may 
cause the file list output means to output only the management 
information in a file modified by the modification means as a 
record on the file list. 
[0030] 

Thus the modified information alone can be outputted on 
the file list and therefore whether or not management 
information has been modified and what modification has been 
made can be ascertained more easily. 
[0031] 

Furthermore, as set forth in claim 6, the modification 
means may have a function for inputting updater information 
about the updater of management information. When management 
information is modified through the modification means, the 
control means may store the updater information inputted from 
the modification means in the management information storage 
means and cause the output means or the file list output means 
to output the updater information. 
[0032] 

The updater information is information required for 
identifying the updater of management information. It may be 
the name of a department of a company, a department code 
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identifying the department of the company, or a personal name, 

for example. 

[0033] 

Thus the management information can be prevented from 
being casually modified and the updater of the management 
information can be identified. Consequently, the security of 
the management information and therefore the appropriateness 
of the management information can be ensured. 
[0034] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] 

A preferred embodiment of the present invention will be 
described in detail with reference to the accompanying 
drawings . 

[0035] 

The embodiment described below is a preferable embodiment 
of the present invention and therefore technically preferable 
specific details are provided. However, the present invention 
is not limited to those implementations unless otherwise stated 
in the following description. 
[0036] 

Figures 1 to 11 shows the embodiment of a facsimile . 
apparatus of the present invention. 
[0037] 

Figure 1 is a circuit block diagram of the facsimile 
apparatus 1 to which the embodiment of the facsimile apparatus 
of the present invention is applied. 
[0038] 
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In Figure 1, the facsimile apparatus 1 includes a scanner 
2, an original sensor 3, a plotter 4, a paper sensor 5, an 
operation/display module 6, an image memory 7, a parameter 
memory 8, a battery 9, a clock circuit 10, a communication 
controller 11, a modem 12, a network controller 13, a 
encoder/decoder 14, a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 15, a ROM 
(Read Only Memory) 16, and a RAM (Random Access Memory) 17. 
These components are interconnected through a bus 18. 
[0039] 

The scanner 2 may be a line image scanner with a CCD (Charge 
Coupled Device) . The scanner 2 reads an image on an original 
at a predetermined resolution and outputs it as image data. 
[0040] 

The original sensor senses an original set on the scanner 
2 and a paper jam or other trouble and provides the result of 
the detection to the CPU 15. 
[0041] 

The plotter 4 may be a thermal recorder with thermal devices 
or an electro-photographic recorder. If the plotter 4 is a 
thermal recorder, it records image data, a file modification 
list (see Figures 5 and 11) , which will be described later, and 
other information directly on heat-sensitive paper or 
indirectly on plain paper through an ink sheet. 
[0042] 

The paper sensor 5 senses whether or not paper (recording 
paper) is set in the plotter 4 and the position of recording 
paper in the recording paper path in the plotter 4 and provides 
the result of the detection to the CPU 15. 
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[0043] 

The operation/display module includes operation keys such 
as numeric keys, a start key, and function keys and a display 
(a liquid-crystal display, for example) . Entered through the 
operation keys are commands for operations such as transmission 
operations and management information (for example 
designated-time transmission and the telephone number of 
recipients) concerning image data stored in the image memory 
7, which will be described below. Displayed on the display are 
commands entered through the operation keys, information 
presented by the facsimile apparatus to an operator, and in 
particular operation guides for guiding the operator through 
operations for registration and modification during the 
registration and modification of management information 
concerning the image data stored in the image memory 7, which 
will be described below. 
[0044] 

The image memory 7, which may be a readable and writable 
memory such as a mass-storage hard disk, stores image data to 
be sent or image data received as files. The image data in the 
image memory 7 is maintained, read at given time, and 
transmitted, and recorded by the plotter 4 under the control 
of the CPU 15. 
[0045] 

The parameter memory 8, which is a readable/writable 
memory such as a RAM, stores management information concerning 
the image data stored in the image memory 7. 
[0046] 
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Management information herein is information required for 
sending, forwarding, recording, and outputting image data 
stored in the image memory 7 as files . It includes transmission 
time of day, the telephone numbers of recipients, poling IDs, 
and confidential IDs, for example. 
[0047] 

The parameter memory 8 has a setting data storage area and 
a history data storage area. The setting data storage area 
contains the management information currently set and the 
history data storage area contains the original management 
information when a modification is made to the management 
information . 
[0048] 

While the history data storage area contains at least 
management information a generation old, management 
information any number of old generations of the management 
information may be stored. 
[0049] 

The management information in the parameter memory 8 is 
managed by the CPU 15, displayed on the display of the 
operation/display module 6 as described later, and outputted 
as a recorded file modification lists 20, 21 (file lists) as 
shown in Figures 5 and 11. 
[0050] 

The battery 9, which is an ordinary backup battery, for 
retaining the parameter memory 8 so as to holds the management 
information in the parameter memory 8 in the event of power 
failure or the facsimile apparatus 1 is turned off. 
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[0051] 

The clock circuit 8 includes an oscillator and a divider 
and keeps track of the current time. The result of the clocking 
by the clock circuit 8 is used in time-based processes such as 
management of the transmission time of a designated-time 
transmission file . 
[0052] 

The communication controller 11 operates under the control 
of the CPU 15 to exchange a facsimile control signal with another 
facsimile apparatus through the modem 12 and the network 
controller 13 and perform a facsimile transmission procedure. 
[0053] 

The modem 12 is connected to the network controller 13 and 
operates under the control of the CPU 15 to modulate and 
demodulate signals transmitted. 
[0054] 

The network controller 13 is connected to a line L, which 
may be a public telephone network for example, and operates 
under the control of the CPU 15 to automatically receive a call 
provided from the line L and automatically provides a call onto 
the line L. 
[0055] 

The encoder/decoder 14 is used for facilitate the 
efficiency of storage of image data into the image memory 7 and 
for reducing transmission time. It encodes image according to 
a predetermined encoding system and decodes encoded image data. 
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[0056] 

The ROM 16 contains programs such as a base program for 
the facsimile apparatus 1, a management program for management 
information in the parameter memory 8, which will be described 
later, in particular, a display program for displaying 
management information on the display of the operation/display 
module 6, a program for recording and outputting the management 
information on a file modification list, and a program for 
recording and outputting the management information on a file 
list. It also contains system data and other data required for 
executing these processing programs and base program. 
[0057] 

The RAM 17 is used as a working memory for the CPU 15. 
[0058] 

The CPU 15 controls the components of the facsimile 
apparatus 1 on the basis of the programs in the ROM 16 to perform 
basic processing of the facsimile apparatus and also perform 
management of the management information in the parameter 
memory 8 which will be described later. 
[0059] 

Operations of the present embodiment will be described 
below. 
[0060] 

The facsimile apparatus 1 characterized in that it stores 
management information in the parameter memory 8 before and 
after modification to properly maintain the management 
information and to make it easier to modify the management 
information . 
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[0061] 

In memory reception, the facsimile apparatus 1 stores 
received image data in the image memory 7. The CPU 15 extracts 
management information such as the name and telephone number 
of the sender from a facsimile control signal, obtains the 
reception date and time from the clock circuit 10, and writes 
them in the parameter memory 8 as management information. 
[0062] 

Once the image data has been stored in the image memory 
7 in this way, the CPU 15 reads the image data from the image 
memory 7 in response to an output-requesting operation from the 
operation/display module 6 or at a predetermined time, and 
transfers or outputs it on recording paper through the plotter 
4. 

[0063] 

In memory transmission, the encoder/decoder 14 in the 
facsimile apparatus 1 encodes image data read by the scanner 
2 and transfers and stores it into the image memory 7. 
[0064] 

When management information is inputted from the 
operation/display module 6 with the specification of image data 
stored in. the image memory 7, the CPU 15 associates the 
management information inputted with the image data and stores 
it in the parameter memory 8 on a file basis. 
[0065] 

In particular, when a recipient (destination) is inputted 
(step SI) through a key operation on the operation/display 
module 6 and required specifications for transmission, such as 
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transmission time of day and a poling ID is inputted (step S2) , 
as shown in Figure 3, the CPU 15 determines that management 
information is inputted and stores the inputted management 
information in the setting data storage area in the parameter 
memory 8, then determines whether or not file modification 
should be performed (step S3) . 
[0066] 

The CPU 15 may display guidance information about 
operations required for inputting the management information 
on the display of the operation/display module. 
[0067] 

Determination whether file modification (modification to 
the management information concerning the file) should be 
performed is made as follows for example: a question is 
displayed on the display of the operation/display module 6 as 
to whether or not the operator wants to modify the file and, 
if he or she performs a given key operation, for example an input 
operation of the "YES" key, the CPU 15 determines that the file 
should be modified. If on the other hand the operator performs 
another given key operation, for example an input operation of 
the "NO" key, the CPU 15 determines that the file should not 
be modified. 
[0068] 

The process for determining whether the file should be 
modified is not limited to this. For example, it may be 
determined on the basis of whether a given function key for 
indicating file modification is pressed or not. 
[0069] 
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If determination at step S3 is negative, then the process 
will end. 
[0070] 

On the other hand, if determination at step S3 is positive, 
then he management information stored in the setting data 
storage area in the parameter memory 8 is copied to the history 
data management area. After modification to the management 
information is entered, the entered modified information is 
written in the setting data storage area in the parameter memory 
8 (step S4) . 
[0071] 

A prompt for inputting modified management information may 
be displayed on the display of the operation/display module 6. 
[0072] 

After the completion of the write of the original and 
modified management information is stored in the parameter 
memory 8, the modification is outputted on the display of the 
operation/display module 6 as shown in Figure 4 and a file 
modification list 20 is generated and outputted on recording 
paper through the plotter 4 as shown in Figure 5. The process 
will then end. 
[0073] 

That is, the management information before and after the 
modification is displayed on the display of the 
operation/display module 6 as shown in Figure 4. For example, 
if the transmission time is changed from immediate to a 
designated time (for example 10 am), the modified item of 
management information, transmission time, and information 
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before and after the modification are displayed as shown at the 

top of the list in Figure 4. 

[0074] 

The title of the display, Cancellation and Modification 
of Transmission, is displayed in Figure 4. In the case of the 
cancellation of transmission, indication of the cancellation 
is displayed in the filed for displaying modification. 
[0075] 

The indication "To cancel, press NO" guides the operator 
to press the "NO" key if he or she wants to cancel the 
modification. If the NO key is pressed, the modification to 
the item of management information currently displayed is 
cancelled and the information before modification is restored. 
[0076] 

The downward arrow X guides the operator to press the 
downward-cursor-movement key on the operation/display module 
6 if he or she wants to see modification to the next management 
information item. 
[0077] 

When this cursor-movement key is pressed, the CPU 15 
searches for the next modified management information. If the 
destination is changed for example, the modified management 
information item, destination, and the old and new destination 
are displayed as shown at the bottom of Figure 4. Again, if 
the "NO" key is pressed, the modification to the management 
information item is canceled. 
[0078] 
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Furthermore, modification date and time and management 
information before and the modification are recorded on the file 
modification list 20 shown in Figure 5. 
[0079] 

In the process for entering a modification to the 
management information, a list similar to the one shown in 
Figure 5 may be displayed on the display of the 
operation/display module 6 to allow the operator to enter a 
modification to each management information item or select a 
no change option. 
[0080] 

This method for entering management information allows the 
operator to choose whether or not to made a modification to the 
management information and, if the operator wants to modify the 
management information, to proceed with entering the 
modification . 
[0081] 

Thus the management information can easily be modified and 
maintained . 
[0082] 

When management information is modified, the modified 
management information is displayed on the display of the 
operation/display module 6 and the original and modified 
management information concerning any items are listed on the 
file modification list 20 without performing any additional 
operation for outputting the file list. Thus any modifications 
can easily be ascertained to ensure the appropriateness of the 
management information. 
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[0083] 

A modification to each individual item of management 
information can be cancelled after the modification by pressing 
the "NO" key by following instructions displayed on the display 
of the operation/display module 6. Thus an item mistakenly 
modified can be restored to the previous state. 
[0084] 

When a predetermined key for specifying file restore is 
pressed, the facsimile apparatus 1 restores any modified items 
of a file to their previous state. 
[0085] 

In particular, when a predetermined key on the 
operation/display module 6 is pressed, the facsimile apparatus 
1 searches for a modified management information file, displays 
the file number of the modified management information, and asks 
the operator whether he or she wants to restore the information 
before modification, as shown in Figure 6. 
[0086] 

When the "YES" key displayed as shown in Figure 6 is pressed 
in response to this question, the CPU 15 copies all the 
management information items of the file stored in the history 
data storage area in the parameter memory 8 into the setting 
data storage area to restore all the management information 
items of the file to their previous state. 
[0087] 

On the other hand, if another predetermined key, the "NO" 
key shown in Figure 6 for example, is pressed, the process ends 
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without overwriting the management information in the parameter 
memory 8 . 
[0088] 

This allows any management information items mistakenly 
modified can be readily restored to their previous state and 
therefore the appropriateness of the management information be 
ensured more easily, 
[0089] 

In the above process in which modified management 
information is restored to its previous state, the management 
information before and after the modification may be displayed 
by a predetermined key operation. 
[0090] 

This allows the operator to choose to restore or retain 
the modified management information with reference to the 
previous and new management information. Consequently, 
appropriate management information may be maintained. 
[0091] 

When a request for outputting a file list (file 
modification list), the facsimile apparatus 1 checks each 
management information file associated with the image data 
stored in the image memory 7 to see if any modification is made 
to the management information and outputs the previous and 
current management information in a modified file onto a file 
modification list . 
[0092] 

In particular, as shown in Figure 7, the CPU 15 determines 
whether or not a predetermined key for requesting the output 
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of a file list is performed on the operation/display module 6 
(step PI) . If a request for outputting a file list is made, 
it searches through and checks the files in the parameter memory 
8 in sequence, starting from the file at the top (step P2) . 
[0093] 

The CPU 15 checks the first file to see if management 
information in it has been modified, that is, management 
information before modification is stored in the history data 
storage area of the parameter memory 8 (step P3) . If it has 
been modified, the CPU 15 reads the management information 
before modification from the history data storage area in the 
parameter memory 8 . 
[0094] 

The CPU 15 includes the read management information before 
modification from the parameter memory 8 into file modification 
list format data stored in the ROM 16 or the RAM 17 and 
temporarily stores it in the RAM 17. The CPU 15 then transfers 
it to the plotter 4 to cause the plotter 4 to output it as a 
file modification list 20 recorded on recording paper as shown 
in Figure 5 (step P4). 
[0095] 

The CPU 15 then reads the current management information 
from the setting data storage area in the parameter memory 8, 
places it immediately below the previous management information 
in the file modification list 20 format data, and outputs the 
list on the plotter 4 (step P5) . 
[0096] 



- 27 - 



JPA9-55825 



The CPU 15 then determines whether the process has been 
performed for the management information files down to the last 
one in the parameter memory 8 (step P6) . If not, it returns 
to step P2 and repeats the process for the next file. 
[0097] 

If it is determined at step P3 that the management 
information concerning the file currently checked has not been 
modified, the process proceeds to step P5, where the CPU 15 reads 
the current management information from the setting data 
storage area in the parameter memory 8, transfers it to the 
plotter 4 to cause it record it in the file modification list 
and output the list (step P5) . 
[0098] 

The CPU 15 then determines whether the file list output 
process has been performed for the files down to the last one 
has been (step P6) . When all the files has been checked and 
outputted onto the file modification list 20, the file list 
record output process will end. 
[0099] 

When the file list output process has been performed, not 
only the current management information settings but also the 
previous settings for the modified management information can 
be recorded and outputted on the file modification list 20 as 
shown in Figure 5. Thus one can refer to the management 
information before and after the modification on the file 
modification management list 20. 
[0100] 
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As a result, appropriate management information can be 
maintained to improve the usability of the management 
information. 
[0101] 

The file list output process is not limited to the one 
described above. For example, the process may be so arranged 
that only the files that have been modified are outputted on 
a file modification list, as shown in Figure 8. 
[0102] 

In the following description about Figure 8, the same steps 
as those in Figure 7 are labeled with the same step numbers and 
the detailed description of which will be omitted. 
[0103] 

In Figure 8, when a request for outputting a file list is 
issued (step PI), the CPU 15 searches through the files in the 
parameter memory 8 from the top file to check to see if management 
information in any of them is modified (step P2) . If there is 
no modification, the CPU 15 proceeds to step P6 without 
outputting the record of the management information of the file 
and determines whether all the process has been performed for 
all the files (step P6) . 
[0104] 

If not, the CPU 15 returns to step P2 and searches through 
the next file (step P2) . 
[0105] 

At step 3, if management information in the file is modified, 
the CPU 15 reads the management information before modification 
from the history data storage area in the parameter memory 8 



- 29 - 



JPA9-55825 



and outputs it as a file list on recording paper through the 
plotter 4 (step P4). The CPU 15 then reads the modified 
management information from the setting data management area 
in the parameter memory 8 and outputs it as a record on a file 
modification list 20 through the plotter 4 (step P5) . 
[0106] 

At step 6, the CPU 15 determines whether the process has 
been performed for all the files. If so, the file list output 
process will end. 
[0107] 

In this way, the management information before 
modification and the modified management information in only 
the files that have modified management information are 
outputted as records on the file modification list 20. 
Accordingly, an operator can more readily know that the 
management information has been modified and what modification 
has been made to it. 
[0108] 

The method for registering and modifying management 
information is not limited to the one shown in Figure 3. For 
example, the method may be such that the registrar/updater can 
be readily identified. 
[0109] 

In particular, when a request for registering/modifying 
management information is issued through a key operation on the 
operation/display module 6, the CPU 15 displays, along with the 
number of file to be registered/modified, a prompt for the input 
of the identification of the registrar/updater, the department 
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code in the example shown in Figure 9, on the display of the 

operation/display module 6, as shown in Figure 9. 

[0110] 

A department code here is a code assigned to each department 
of a company for identifying the registrar or updater 
(registrar/updater ) of management information. Data on 
department names such as the general affairs department and the 
design department that corresponds to the code is stored in the 
parameter memory 8 or the RAM 17, for example . 
[0111] 

The identification of the registrar/updater is not limited 
to the code. For example, the name of the operator may directly 
be entered. However, using codes such as department codes can 
save memory capacity of the parameter memory 8 . 
[0112] 

A field for storing the code of the department modifying 
management information is provided in the setting data storage 
area and history data storage area in the parameter memory 8 
for registering/modifying the management information as shown 
in Figure 10. When a department code is entered, the CPU 15 
stores it in the department code field of the file for which 
the code has been entered, as shown in Figure 10. 
[0113] 

The CPU 15 then performs the same process as that shown 
in Figure 3 to register/modify the management information. In 
particular, when a modification is made to management 
information, the CPU 15 outputs the management information 
before and the modified information in the modified file on the 
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display of the operation/display module 6 and/or outputs as a 

file modification list 21 as shown in Figure 11. 

[0114] 

In order to clarify the updater, the CPU 15 displays the 
updater in the updater field on the display of the 
operation/display module 6. It also records and outputs the 
updater ("Updater: Design department" in Figure 11) on the file 
modification list 21 as shown in Figure 11. 
[0115] 

In this way, the CPU 15 prompt the operator to enter data 
identifying the registrar/updater during the 

registration/modification of management information, stores 
the entered registrar/updater as part of the management 
information in the parameter memory 8, and displays the 
registrar/updater data on the display of the operation/display 
module 6 together with the management information and/or 
outputs it as a record on the file modification list. 
[0116] 

Thus, one can readily know the registrar/updater of 
registered/modified management information. As a result, the 
security of the management information can be improved. 
[0117] 

While the registrar and updater are entered during the 
registration/modification of the management information so 
that both of the registrar and updater can be identified in the 
forgoing description, the present invention is not limited to 
this. For example, the updater may be entered the only when 
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management information is modified so that only the updater can 

be identified. 

[0118] 

This can simplifies the process for inputting management 
information and save memory capacity of the parameter memory 
8. 

[0119] 

While the present invention has been described with 
respect to the preferred embodiment thereof, the present 
invention is not limited to the present embodiment. Various 
changes can be made to the embodiment without departing from 
the spirit of the present invention. 
[0120] 

For example, while the present embodiment has been 
described in which the present invention is applied to 
management information for image data to be transmitted, the 
present invention is not limited to transmission image data. 
The present invention can equally be applied to management 
information for image data received. 
[0121] 

[Advantages of the Invention] 

According to a facsimile apparatus according to claim 1, 
when a modification has been made to management information, 
at least the management information before modification and the 
modified management information can be ascertained and 
therefore it can be easily known that the management information 
has been modified and what modification has been made to it. 

[0122] 
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Consequently, the appropriateness of the management 
information can easily be ensured and the image data can be 
properly and easily managed. 
[0123] 

A facsimile apparatus according to claim 2, when a 
modification has been made to management information through 
modification means, at least the management information before 
modification and the modified management information can be 
ascertained through the output from output means and therefore 
it can be easily known that the management information has been 
changed and what modification has been. 
[0124] 

Consequently, the appropriateness of the management 
information can easily be ensured and the image data can 
properly managed. 
[0125] 

As set forth in claim 3, control means may read management 
information before modification from the management 
information storage means and output it to the output means and 
changing means may allow the management information to be 
modified with reference to the management information before 
modification that is outputted to the output means. Thus the 
management information can easily modified with reference to 
the management information before modification . Moreover, the 
modified management information can be restored to its previous 
state and therefore the management information can be 
maintained more conveniently. 
[0126] 
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Furthermore, as set fourth in claim 4, the facsimile 
apparatus may include file list output means that outputs 
management information stored in the management information 
storage means as a file list and the control means may cause 
the file list output means to output management information 
before modification as a record on the file list along with the 
modified management information for the file modified by the 
modification means. Thus the unmodified management 
information, whether modification has been made, and the 
management information before modification and modified 
management information can easily be ascertained and therefore 
the management information can be more conveniently maintained. 
[0127] 

Moreover, as set forth in claim 5, the control means may 
cause the file list output means to output only the management 
information in a file modified by the modification means as the 
file list . Thus the modified information alone can be outputted 
on the file list and therefore whether or not management 
information has been modified and what modification has been 
made can be ascertained more easily. 
[0128] 

Furthermore, as set forth in claim 6, the modification 
means may have a function for inputting updater information 
about the updater of management information. When management 
information is modified through the modification means, the 
control means may store the updater information inputted from 
the modification means in the management information storage 
means and cause the output means or the file list output means 
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to output the updater information. Thus the management 
information can be prevented from being casually modified and 
the updater of the management information can be identified. 
Consequently, the security of the management information and 
therefore the appropriateness of the management information can 
be ensured. 

[Brief Description of the Drawings] 
[Figure 1] 

Figure 1 is a circuit block diagram of a facsimile apparatus 
to which an embodiment of the present invention has been 
applied. 
[Figure 2] 

Figure 2 is a diagram showing an example of the data format 
of a setting data storage area and a history data storage are 
of a management information storage area provided in a parameter 
memory of the facsimile apparatus shown in Figure 1. 
[Figure 3] 

Figure 3 is a flowchart of an example of the process for 
registering/updating management information performed in the 
facsimile apparatus shown in Figure 1. 
[Figure 4] 

Figure 4 is a diagram showing an example of the display 
of a modification displayed on an operation/display module in 
the facsimile apparatus shown in Figure 1. 
[Figure 5] 

Figure 4 is a diagram showing an exemplary file 
modification list provided by the facsimile apparatus shown in 
figure 1. 
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[Figure 6] 

Figure 6 is a diagram showing an exemplary display on the 
display of an operation/display module for asking by the 
facsimile apparatus shown in Figure 1 whether or not a 
modification to management information should be cancelled. 
[Figure 7] 

Figure 7 is a flowchart of an example of the process for 
outputting a file list by the facsimile apparatus shown in 
Figurel . 
[Figure 8] 

Figure 7 is a flowchart of another example of the process 
of outputting a file list by the facsimile apparatus shown in 
Figure 1. 
[Figure 9] 

Figure 9 is a diagram showing an exemplary display on the 
display of the operation/display module for prompting for input 
of updater data by the facsimile shown in Figure 1. 
[Figure 10] 

Figure 10 is a diagram showing an example of the data format 
of a parameter memory for storing the updater of management 
information in the facsimile apparatus shown in Figure 1. 
[Figure 11] 

Figure 11 is a diagram showing an exemplary file 
modification list including recorded data on the updater of 
management information . 

[Description of Symbols] 
1 Facsimile apparatus 
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Figure 1 

3 Original sensor 
2 Scanner 

5 Paper sensor 

4 Plotter 

6 Operation/display module 

7 Image memory 

9 Battery 

8 Parameter memory 

10 Clock circuit module 

11 Communication controller 

12 Modem 

14 Encoder /.decoder 

13 Network controller 
18 Bus 

Figure 2 

#1 Original data 

#2 Modified data 

#3 Transmission time of day 

#4 Immediate 

#5 Recipient 

#6 Poling ID 

#7 Confidential ID 

#8 None 

Figure 3 

#1 Start 
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51 Input recipient 

52 Set adding function 

53 File modification? 

54 Input modified information 

55 Output modified information 
#2 End 

Figure 4 

#1 Cancellation/modification of transmission 

#2 To cancel, press NO. 

#3 Transmission time 

#4 None specified 

#5 Destination 

#6 Previous 

#7 New 

Figure 5 

#1 File modification list 

#2 January 1, 1995 01:01 

#3 Name: 

#4 Input time 

#5 Modification mode 

#6 Option 

#7 Recipient 

#8 Previous 

#9 10:10 

#10 Memory transmission 

#11 Designated time 
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#12 01:00 

#13 New 

#14 05:00 

Figure 6 

#1 Cancellation/modification of transmission 

#2 File No. 

#3 Restore the previous setting? 

Figure 7 

#1 Start 

PI File list output? 

P2 Find file 

P3 Modified information? 

P4 Output previous setting 

P5 Output current setting 

P6 Last file? 

#2 End 

Figure 8 

#1 Start 

PI Modification file list output? 

P2 Find file 

P3 Modified information? 

P4 Output previous setting 

P5 Output current setting 

P6 Last file? 

#2 End 
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Figure 9 

#1 Cancellation/modification of transmission 

#2 Modified file No. 

#3 Department code 

Figure 10 

#1 Previous data 

#2 New data 

#3 Updater department code 

#4 Department of general affairs 

#5 Department of design 

#6 Transmission time 

#7 Immediate 

#8 Recipient 

#9 Poling ID 

#10 Confidential ID 

#11 None 

Figure 11 

#1 File modification list 

#2 January 1, 1995 01:01 

#3 Name: 

#4 Input time 

#5 Modification mode 

#6 Option 

#7 Recipient 

#8 Previous 
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#9 10:10 

#10 Memory transmission 

#11 Designated time 

#12 01:00 

#13 New 

#14 Updater: Design department 

#15 5:00 
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